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November 5, 2013 

 

Honorable Derek Kilmer 

Representative from the State of Washington   

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Representative Kilmer: 

 

The National Coalition for Homeless Veterans (NCHV) is writing to express its support for your bill, 

H.R. 3418, “To establish a demonstration program to provide rental assistance and supportive housing for 

homeless or at-risk Indian Veterans.” 

 

Native Americans disproportionately serve in this nation’s Armed Forces. At 3% of males aged 20-44, 

their participation rate is higher than that of the general population. Native Americans comprise 2% of the 

population of the military, including 3,900 Native American women, even though they comprise less than 

1% of the general population of the United States of America. These figures reflect the contemporary 

manifestation of a longstanding legacy of patriotic service by Native Americans in the U.S. Military.  

 

This service deserves to be rewarded by the best support systems our nation can provide. The health care 

system we provide through the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), and the economic support systems 

that provide through the Departments of Labor (DOL) and Housing and Urban Development (HUD), all 

have initiatives and programs to help homeless and at-risk veterans recover from or prevent 

homelessness. One of these programs, known as the HUD-VASH program, utilizes a partnership between 

HUD and VA to provide housing choice vouchers and supportive housing services to homeless veterans 

with a need for intensive case management. These veterans most often suffer from mental illness, 

physical disabilities, substance abuse disorders, or have co-occurring disorders.  

 

Unfortunately, several of these programs are unable to be accessed by Native American veterans living in 

tribal areas. HUD-VASH is among these inaccessible programs. This bill would create an initial 

demonstration program to provide some of the HUD-VASH vouchers to Native American veterans living 

on reservations and tribal lands.  

 

Native American veterans deserve the same services as every other veteran group in America. This 

demonstration program is the right thing to do, and a good first step toward making sure that the support 

system we have built to end veteran homelessness will, in fact, serve all veterans.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Driscoll 

President and CEO 

National Coalition for Homeless Veterans 

http://www.nchv.org/

